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It seems very odd that no one appears to have realised (or thought it sufficiently 
important) that extending marriage to homosexuals and lesbians would 
introduce a fundamental discrimination and unfairness for heterosexual 
couples, but this inequality must now be addressed by maintaining maximum 
choice. Resolving a perceived injustice by creating another one is hardly a good 
idea. The current direction of travel of Scottish society is towards greater 
openness, inclusiveness, choice and acceptance of difference and it is 
therefore entirely logical that civil partnerships should be opened out to more 
couples (ie mixed-sex couples) rather than closed to future partnerships.  

Scotland sees itself as a modern, progressive, European society and as such 
it must ensure that freedom and choice are extended, not limited, and that 
couples have modern choices about their living and legal arrangements. 
Couples and families are now choosing to organise their lives in myriad ways – 
with and without children, with step-children, with children born through IVF, 
adopted or fostered – and these developments must be mirrored by a modern 
alternative to marriage, which many see as unsuitable for them and their values. 
Scotland and its citizens cannot thrive in the twenty-first century by relying on 
outdated structures, in whatever field they may be.  

Personally, I do not believe that this change would have any deleterious 
consequences. Those who wish to get married will still be able to to do so, but 
those who wish to have another option will have that choice. Some may wish 
first to enter a civil partnership then marry some years down the line. The key 
is flexibility and choice and taking into account how people now live and think. 

France introduced civil partnerships for all couples in 1999, and 20 years on, it 
is time for Scotland to catch up and recognise that the straitjacket of ‘marriage 
or nothing’ is no longer acceptable to very many people and that must change.  

 


